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The Feast of Masá'il (Questions) 
 

Music/Persian chant 

 
1. O Divine Providence! This assemblage is composed of Thy friends who 
are attracted to Thy beauty and are set ablaze by the fire of Thy love. Turn these 
souls into heavenly angels, resuscitate them through the breath of Thy Holy 
Spirit, grant them eloquent tongues and resolute hearts, bestow upon them 
heavenly power and merciful susceptibilities, cause them to become the 
promulgators of the oneness of mankind and the cause of love and concord in 
the world of humanity, so that the perilous darkness of ignorant prejudice may 
vanish through the light of the Sun of Truth, this dreary world may become 
illumined, this material realm may absorb the rays of the world of spirit, these 
different colours may merge into one colour and the melody of praise may rise to 
the kingdom of Thy sanctity. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent and the Almighty! 

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, #68 
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2.    Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, 
deprived him of that which he doth inherently possess. Through a word 
proceeding out of the mouth of God he was called into being; by one word more 
he was guided to recognize the Source of his education; by yet another word his 
station and destiny were safeguarded. The Great Being saith: Regard man as a 
mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal 
its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.  

 Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 63 
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3. The education and training of children is among the most meritorious acts of 
humankind and draweth down the grace and favour of the All-Merciful, for education is 

the indispensable foundation of all human excellence and alloweth man to work his way 
to the heights of abiding glory. If a child be trained from his infancy, he will, through the 

loving care of the Holy Gardener, drink in the crystal waters of the spirit and of 

knowledge, like a young tree amid the rilling brooks. And certainly he will gather to 
himself the bright rays of the Sun of Truth, and through its light and heat will grow ever 

fresh and fair in the garden of life…  

For the inner reality of man is a demarcation line between the shadow and the light, a 
place where the two seas meet; it is the lowest point on the arc of descent, and therefore 
is it capable of gaining all the grades above. With education it can achieve all excellence; 

devoid of education it will stay on, at the lowest point of imperfection.  

Every child is potentially the light of the world—and at the same time its darkness; 

wherefore must the question of education be accounted as of primary importance. From 
his infancy, the child must be nursed at the breast of God’s love, and nurtured in the 

embrace of His knowledge, that he may radiate light, grow in spirituality, be filled with 
wisdom and learning, and take on the characteristics of the angelic host.  

 Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, #103 
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4. Every man of discernment, while walking upon the earth, feeleth indeed 
abashed, inasmuch as he is fully aware that the thing which is the source of his 
prosperity, his wealth, his might, his exaltation, his advancement and power is, 
as ordained by God, the very earth which is trodden beneath the feet of all men. 
There can be no doubt that whoever is cognizant of this truth, is cleansed and 
sanctified from all pride, arrogance, and vainglory.  Whatever hath been said 
hath come from God. Unto this, He, verily, hath borne, and beareth now, witness, 
and He, in truth, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. 

Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 34 
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5. O ye friends of God! True friends are even as skilled physicians, and the 
Teachings of God are as healing balm, a medicine for the conscience of man. 
They clear the head, so that a man can breathe them in and delight in their sweet 
fragrance. They waken those who sleep. They bring awareness to the 
unheeding, and a portion to the outcast, and to the hopeless, hope.  

If in this day a soul shall act according to the precepts and the counsels of God, 
he will serve as a divine physician to mankind, and like the trump of Isráfíl, he will 
call the dead of this contingent world to life; for the confirmations of the Abhá 
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Realm are never interrupted, and such a virtuous soul hath, to befriend him, the 
unfailing help of the Company on high. Thus shall a sorry gnat become an eagle 
in the fulness of his strength, and a feeble sparrow change to a royal falcon in the 
heights of ancient glory.  

Wherefore, look not on the degree of your capacity, ask not if you are worthy of 
the task: rest ye your hopes on the help and loving-kindness, the favours and 
bestowals of Bahá’u’lláh—may my soul be offered up for His friends! Urge on the 
steed of high endeavour over the field of sacrifice, and carry away from this wide 
arena the prize of divine grace.  

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, #8 
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6. The essence of wealth is love for Me; whoso loveth Me is the possessor of 
all things, and he that loveth Me not is indeed of the poor and needy. This is that 
which the Finger of Glory and Splendour hath revealed.  

 Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 62 
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