The Feast of Asma’ (Names)

Music/Persian chant

1. O SON OF SPIRIT! There is no peace for thee save by renouncing thyself and
turning unto Me; for it behooveth thee to glory in My name, not in thine own; to put thy

trust in Me and not in thyself, since I desire to be loved alone and above all that is.
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2. The first Tajalli which hath dawned from the Day-Star of Truth is the knowledge
of God--exalted be His glory. And the knowledge of the King of everlasting days can in
no wise be attained save by recognizing Him Who is the Bearer of the Most Great
Name. He is, in truth, the Speaker on Sinai Who is now seated upon the throne of
Revelation. He is the Hidden Mystery and the Treasured Symbol. All the former and
latter Books of God are adorned with His praise and extol His glory. Through Him the
standard of knowledge hath been planted in the world and the ensign of the oneness of
God hath been unfurled amidst all peoples. Attainment unto the Divine Presence can be
realized solely by attaining His presence. Through His potency everything that hath,
from time immemorial, been veiled and hidden, is now revealed. He is made manifest
through the power of Truth and hath uttered a Word whereby all that are in the heavens
and on the earth have been dumbfounded, except those whom the Almighty was pleased
to exempt. True belief in God and recognition of Him cannot be complete save by
acceptance of that which He hath revealed and by observance of whatsoever hath been
decreed by Him and set down in the Book by the Pen of Glory.
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3. By the terms “sun” and “moon,” mentioned in the writings of the Prophets of
God, is not meant solely the sun and moon of the visible universe. Nay rather, manifold
are the meanings they have intended for these terms. In every instance they have
attached to them a particular significance. Thus, by the “sun” in one sense is meant
those Suns of Truth Who rise from the dayspring of ancient glory, and fill the world
with a liberal effusion of grace from on high. These Suns of Truth are the universal
Manifestations of God in the worlds of His attributes and names. Even as the visible sun
that assisteth, as decreed by God, the true One, the Adored, in the development of all
earthly things, such as the trees, the fruits, and colours thereof, the minerals of the earth,
and all that may be witnessed in the world of creation, so do the divine Luminaries, by
their loving care and educative influence, cause the trees of divine unity, the fruits of
His oneness, the leaves of detachment, the blossoms of knowledge and certitude, and
the myrtles of wisdom and utterance, to exist and be made manifest. Thus it is that
through the rise of these Luminaries of God the world is made new, the waters of
everlasting life stream forth, the billows of loving-kindness surge, the clouds of grace
are gathered, and the breeze of bounty bloweth upon all created things. It is the warmth
that these Luminaries of God generate, and the undying fires they kindle, which cause
the light of the love of God to burn fiercely in the heart of humanity. It is through the
abundant grace of these Symbols of Detachment that the Spirit of life everlasting is
breathed into the bodies of the dead. Assuredly the visible sun is but a sign of the
splendour of that Day-star of Truth, that Sun Which can never have a peer, a likeness, or
rival. Through Him all things live, move, and have their being. Through His grace they
are made manifest, and unto Him they all return.

The Kitdb-i-Igdn, p. 11
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4. The Spiritual Assemblies to be established in this Age of God, this holy
century, have, it is indisputable, had neither peer nor likeness in the cycles gone before.
For those assemblages that wielded power were based on the support of mighty leaders
of men, while these Assemblies are based on the support of the Beauty of Abha. The
defenders and patrons of those other assemblages were either a prince, or a king, or a
chief priest, or the mass of the people. But these Spiritual Assemblies have for their
defender, their supporter, their helper, their inspirer, the omnipotent Lord. Look ye not
upon the present, fix your gaze upon the times to come. In the beginning, how small is
the seed, yet in the end it is a mighty tree. Look ye not upon the seed, look ye upon the
tree, and its blossoms, and its leaves and its fruits.

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, #40
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5. O beloved of the Lord, strive ye with heart and soul to receive a share of His
holy attributes and take your portion of the bounties of His sanctity—that ye may
become the tokens of unity, the standards of singleness, and seek out the meaning of
oneness; that ye may, in this garden of God, lift up your voices and sing the blissful
anthems of the spirit. Become ye as the birds who offer Him their thanks, and in the
blossoming bowers of life chant ye such melodies as will dazzle the minds of those who
know. Raise ye a banner on the highest peaks of the world, a flag of God’s favour to
ripple and wave in the winds of His grace; plant ye a tree in the field of life, amid the
roses of this visible world, that will yield a fruitage fresh and sweet. I swear by the true
Teacher that if ye will act in accord with the admonitions of God, as revealed in His
luminous Tablets, this darksome dust will mirror forth the Kingdom of heaven, and this
nether world the realm of the All-Glorious. O ye loved ones of the Lord! Praise be to
Him, the unseen, welling bounties of the Sun of Truth encompass you on every side,
and from every direction the portals of His mercy stand ajar. Now is the time to take
advantage of these bestowals, and benefit therefrom. Know ye the value of this time, let
not this chance escape you. Stay ye entirely clear of this dark world’s concerns, and
become ye known by the attributes of those essences that make their home in the
Kingdom. Then shall ye see how intense is the glory of the heavenly Day-Star, and how
blinding bright are the tokens of bounty coming out of the invisible realm.

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, p.12
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6. O YE THAT PRIDE YOURSELVES ON MORTAL RICHES!
Know ye in truth that wealth is a mighty barrier between the seeker and his desire, the
lover and his beloved. The rich, but for a few, shall in no wise attain the court of His
presence nor enter the city of content and resignation. Well is it then with him, who,
being rich, is not hindered by his riches from the eternal kingdom, nor deprived by them
of imperishable dominion. By the Most Great Name! The splendor of such a wealthy
man shall illuminate the dwellers of heaven even as the sun enlightens the people of the

earth!
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